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MAKING DOUGH
THEBAGFUL

Onitario producer of frozen perogies counting on robust,
made-in-Canada packaging machinery to help it corner
the market for flavorful and nutritious culinary creations

canietimes, words like tasey and

nutritious simply don't do jus-

bice for some anligue food prod-
ucts that cause your mastebuds o go
into overdrave ar the very first bice.
Produces such as the deficious filled
dum.]:'['ing: Frﬂiuctﬂ hj.' fodks at the
smiall, family-owned Supreme
Plerogies Ine. factory tucked away
on the northeastern ouiskirts of the
thriving city of Missisauga, One., a
shom drive west of Tormonto,

A the company name suEgesis,
making perogies—a traditomal
Eastern European suple of crescent-
shaped dumphings stuffed with Aavar-
ful fillings and seasonings—has been
Supreme Pierogies” bread-and-butter
product for the lastc 12 years, during
which the tasty, award-winning tdbies
have continued o find new markets
and customens across Morth America

“We think we make the best-tast-
ing perogies in the world” Joe Wik,
the affable company founder rold
Canadian Packaging on a recent
visit to the company's newly-
opened, 7,000-square-foot second
production facilivy, which Wilk
explaing was urgently needed
because i older, 3,(00-square-foot g
plant just could not handle the =
growing volumes. +H

“Bur we make more than your typ- | )
ical cheese perugy,” the Polsh-borm o
Wilk quickly points our."'We also
make 12 other varieties for 3 tase
CVETYONE Can Ciyjoy

“We abo make our perogies with meat, cottage
cheese and potmes, sauerkraue and mushrooms, ched-
dar cheese and broceol, sauerkraue and meat, cheddar
cheese and bacon, pomre and onion, toreelling and
mushrooms, tortellim with meat, and our special dessen
perogics: sweet cheese, smawherry and blueberry”

BUSY BUSIMESS

Before opening up the new facility a couple of
months sgo, Wilk sayvs he had to keep the older plant
runtning fat-our, on 24/7-ichedule, in order o be
able o keep up with the onders.

“We arill use he smaller place 1o make our dessert
perogies, because we have to make those by hand,”
says Wilk, adding that the new processing and packag-
ing machinery purchazed for the second facilioy wall
allow him to take a break from running a virally
NON-Sop GPeTarinn.

In basic terms, perogies are made by cutring the
pre-made, tender dough into crescent shapes and
stuffing them into with the selected filling recipe,
Wilk explains, after which they are frozen to a tem-
perature thar maximizes the freshness and the shelf-life
of bath the filling and the dough,

Some of the new processing machinery he por-
chased to go into the new plant, expands Wilk, fea-
tures a patenoed method of operation that closely sim-
ulates the manual, by-hand preparation steps sl done
at the older plant,
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In the new facilivy, after
the perogics are formed,
coaked and coaled through
the new processing equap-
mient hine, they ane rans-
ferred via 3 conveyor belt o
the adjoining freezer room,
where they are quickly
frozen o the desised state as
they move along a serpen-
LiMe CONVEYOT SYSIETL

“After the perogries get
their central ingredient
squeezed in, 15 tamfermed
into a rotating oven for
about five nunutes,” explaimns
Arur Szerszen, one of the
Supreme Pieroges prodic-
tion line workers, “Afver its
all cooled and frozen, it gets packaged and boaed,

“It only mkes sbour 45 minues from scarr o fAnish for
i, Szeriren adds

& pood part of the credic for the relatvely speedy
turnaround from raw dough o the complerely fin-
ished packape should go to the robust and efficient
packaging machinery supplied to the new plant by
WeighPack Systems Inc., Montreal-based builder
of vertical form/fill/seal (VFFS) equipment and
integraror of weighing and scaling systems for food

The

Supreme Fierogies owner loe Wilk says
the compary & pored to double i

th wertallabon
of mam Canadiar-rade packaging
machinery from YWeghPack System.

equpment enable Supreme to bag up to 35,000 percgies per hour

industry applications.

Dince they are properly frozen, the
perogies are fed ino a happer amched
to a WeighPack mfeed mchned con-
veyot, which exits the freezer room
and moves up at 3 Sl-degree angle—
rmaking its way to the infeed hopper
attached to the WeighPack weigh scale,
explains WeighPack territory manager
Colin Edwards,

“The V-4 model four-hesd weigh
scale {5 a vibrating hnear scale that
provides positive product flow, which
ineank, 0 this case, that it moves the
perogies forward from the hopper to
the weigh bucken.” expands Edwards,
“The combination of several ransfer
pans, and the bulk-and-dribhle formar,
provides great accuracy.”

The scale & controlled by the Mult-
Trix cantroller, which valizes doal
micraproccaors that offer stored cali-
bration values, anto-start, lange digital
displays, and over 100 stored package
METIN SeEtings,

SMOOTH OPERATOR
According o Edwards, this confipura-
tivn i capable of manning wp o 500
. cycles per minute in a
i | smooth opemtion,

| whereby the operator

. sirnply keys in the

required package weight
through the mieny selec-
o screen, and the con-
traller then automatically
adjusts all the contml
varikhles sysrems o han-
dle the new product.

*You just have to press
the start button, and the
Mudi-Trix contraller
sets the transfer pans
vibraring at the correct
speed to provide an
excellent final package
weigh accuracy as the
product enters the
weigh buckess” sys
Edwarnds.

Cnee the defimed tar-
get weight of 500 prams
1 achieved, the wegh
buckes open up and dis-
pense the product
through a funnd into the
separate Fertele 1150 VEFS automatic bagprer systenm.

Diesigned o handle a wide range of bag sizes at up
i 50 bags per minute, the Fertek model purchaed by
Supreme Pierogies is a 3l-degree slint version that is
canfgired specifically wo reduce the impact of the
vertcal drop, which could dent of chip off the edges
of the froren perogie.

This Vereek #1350 machine employs rolls of plastic
film supplied by Missssauga, Ont.-based palyethylene
Courtimies on page 48
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Coritiipied fromi page 47

bags priducer AceuBag Ine. —moving the hln
throwgh a senes of mllers and over o bag-forming
assernbsly, whiere it produces both the bottom and back
seals in one wwift step.

“Ir’s been 3 pleasure doing business with Supreme
Pierogries, as their basimess has been poimg good fior
us,” comaens AccuBag president B4 Bleka. "W
been growing mpadly, like Supreme, but when they
cxpand their busaness this awwmn, we will have o
grony' with them i order to be able o supphy taice as
miuch film for dheir bagger”

Unce the perogies are dispensed from the scale
down into the just-made bag. as commuanded via the
mtegrated system communicanons, the top of the bap
is secivrely sealed, and die Gnished bags soe then
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dropped dovwn
(L0 80 €XI0 OOfk-
veyar

Before thei,
however, a continu-
oiss ankjet system—made by Germn nanuficturer
EBS Ink Jet Systems GmbH—is vsed ro apply log
and dare codes 1w the ouside of the flm laver used 1o
form an assembly collar for each bag,

"The EBS machine we sold o Supreme ierogies o
an EBS-0100 model, which s the electric vemsion of
the air-driven ME sysem,” says Chris Meineth, ¢o-
owtier ind prexident of Oakville, Cnt -baied
Resolution Inplant Services, a supplicr of inkjet
equiprment and consumables and the Conadian distrib-
peor for EBS Ink Jer

"It 13 the mose efficient ClJ [conduaous imkjet]

A inline Fortress meial

detection system doing
final quality cantrol
inipectian ah the passing
500-gram bags of frozen
paregien,

system an the market,
and though i is small in
starure—anly 16 kilo-
grams when fully
inked-up—it has quite
an imipresave array of capabilioes,” savs Memeth, cr-
ing the eleciric models superior charscrer legibiliey,
casy operatar set=up, and helpful features such as
autormanie dare and time rollover,

FINAL EXIT
The exit conveyor eventudlly directs the Alled baps of
perogics through a metal detection station, featuring a
Fortress metal detector, and an 1o the mtating, corcu-
lar aceurmulacion tmble

There, the st of the l:lhl'l.l stafl n1:|.1||.|ul|':,' losaad ehwe
filled bags o the shipping cartons, which dhen begin
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thieir fnal journey to the companys con-
nnumsly growing list of happy clients,
moww dacluding the likes of high-profAbe
grocery chans such 25 Bruno's Fine
Foods, Sun Yalley Fine Foods,
Longos, Galati Bros. Supermarkers
anid Costeo,

“We've been domg quite well Lately™
ays Wilk. “Chur perogics are law in Bk but
high i easte, and they abo have a nice,
thin-and-tender dough. thanks 1o the del-

Joe Wik says Weighfack termicory manager
Colin Edwards {right} has provided imvaluable
inpu in petting maximum performance fram
the recenthy-insalled packaging machinery.

fcate produchon procoses ag our plants,

“I really don't think any ather brand
CAn compare.”

And as far as competition i general
goes, Wilk 15 sure that Supreme Picrogies
will leave it even [urther behind once
the company doubles i corrent weekly
capacity of 300,000 pounds with addi-
pion of 3 second producton line by
Ocrober of this vear.

“We'll be puttimg i 2 second fll pro-
duction line, complete with anoather
WerghPack inchned nfeed conveyor, a V-9
weigh scale with four heads, and a Verck
[ 150YFFSES bagger fromm my poad
friend Colin Edwands. Wilk stares. 5o
while 3005 i godng to be a grear year for
us, we expect 2006 o be even berter”

Fy dmaue dngimnmadion i

WeighlPack Sysieins Ine. Al
AceuBag Ing. 411
Hesoluiion Inplant Services 112
Fortress Technologies Ine, 413 |
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